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Thurton PC News  

Homewatch 

Derek Clarke, Norfolk Constabulary, Homewatch Administrator, told the Parish Council 
that there are four Homewatch schemes still operating in Thurton. These schemes cov-
ered houses in Park Close, Loddon Road, Cookes Road and Ferry Road. 

The main advantage for homes in the scheme is the statistical likelihood that houses 
nationally are less likely to be broken into, or suffer criminal activity. People included in 
the schemes learn what is going on. In addition insurance companies offer between 5 and 
10% discount off home insurance to people in Homewatch areas.  

Ideally the schemes should cover groups of 20 houses or less. If anyone would like to 
start a new scheme covering houses in their neighbourhood they should contact the 
Homewatch co-ordinator at Diss Police Station via the Police non-emergency telephone 
0845 456 4567 or email: clarked1@norfolk.pnn.police.uk. See enclosed leaflet. Alterna-
tively, you can contact your Parish Clerk (480092) for further information.  

Vandalism 

See report from John Pidgen on page 2 

The Parish Council also  urge parishioners who witness vandalism or intimidation of any 
sort to report information to the police on 0845 456 4567.  

Police Report 

There was little reported  crime in the area other than the 2 incidents linked to the Vil-
lage Hall. 

Ditches and Drains 

The Parish Council are concerned about possible flooding. The council reminds house-
holders with open ditches adjoining their property that they have a legal responsibility to 
keep them clear. Householders should not deposit garden waste in ditches.  

Pedestrian Refuge and Associated Works on A146 

The Parish Council expressed concern to engineers at a site meeting about the altered 
refuge and pavement on the A146, and the adjustment being made by traffic, to negotiate 
the altered refuge. The engineers say the bollards on the refuge have now been offset; a 
keep left sign which was missing will be erected soon. The hedge has been cut back 
along the section of new footway. The lining and hatched area, on the road, has been 
adjusted. The barrier outside the old school gate has been moved to the front of the new 
school.  

Further points being investigated are: options for speed reactive signs, changes to the 
new kerb-line to improve the driven path of vehicles; widening of the footway and removal 
of part of the hedge. The NCC Highways Projects Manager has also agreed to look into 
funding for a possible further refuge on the A146 between the pub and the garage. He 
said they will work with the road safety officer to find out whether a school crossing patrol 
can be arranged along with reflective vests for children. 
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September 2008 - New term starts in wonderful new S chool  

Children at Thurton Church of England Primary School moved into the new millennium this September as they 
stepped through the doors of their brand new school. It is a vast change from the Victorian building and mobiles they left 
in July. 

Excited pupils and parents are thrilled to be in their brightly coloured, purpose-built classrooms. A long wide corridor 
linking them all means it's no longer necessary to dash outside to the toilets in the rain! 

A beautiful, bright new hall will make most difference to the children. For the first time the whole school can eat to-
gether, sit comfortably in assembly and worship together, use indoor PE equipment, and invite parents to celebrate their 
children's achievements. The Headteacher Mrs. Innes, who at last has her own office said, "What a wonderful start for 
the school, although we celebrate the past, our future is now looking very bright!" 

The school is one of the Norfolk Schools Projects, managed by NPS and has been built by Mansell Construction. The 
foundations were only dug at the end of last year so it has been a massive achievement to open on time. 

Official Opening Ceremony 

On the 10th October 2008 the Bishop of Norwich, The Right Reverend Graham James, will officially open the new 
school. We would very much like the wider community to join us later in the day to celebrate a new era at Thurton and 
see our wonderful new building. From 3.30pm to 7.00pm the school will open its doors to greet and show people round. 
Please give the office a call (480335) to let us know if you would like to come along on that day and approximately what 
time. 

Year  Six to Norwich City  

We are very excited that our new Year 6 pupils have been invited to attend the Study Support Centre at Norwich City 
Football ground starting in September. The study centre aims to improve young people’s literacy, numeracy and com-
puter skills, through its programme of study and links to the world of professional football. The centre has strong links 
with schools to ensure that they work together to offer support and help to the pupils, providing motivational and exciting 
learning opportunities using the power of football and Norwich City as the theme to acquiring new skills! 
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Cooper Home Improvements 

Carpentry Services 
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Double Glazing 

Repairs 
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Please call David 

For further range of services 

480551 or 07982 711499 

 
DAVID SMITH 
Property Maintenance 
 
Free up your free time 

All general DIY undertaken 

No job too small 
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