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business of Thurton Foundries and 1s
currently angling for another pewter tankard.
Mr Capps said he was grateful to all his fellow
parish councillors for making it “such a
wonderful job.”

After having formed his own foundry,
business, Thurton Foundries, in 1960, he has
been involved with the many developments
within the village.

He has seen the village rise from a population
of 200 to its current 500, and attended not only
parish council meetings but other ancillary
ones. He said he had seen many youngsters
born, grow up and start their own families in
the village.

“Many exciting things have happened. In
1987, when part of the church roof blew off, I
was the volunteer who climbed on to the ridge
of the roof and covered the hole in the thatch
with a tarpaulin,” said Mr Capps.

He has been involved with a wide variety of
parish council affairs, planning being one of
his particular interests, and he can look back
on developments which have made Thurton a
pleasant village to live in.

Throughout his chairmanship, Mr Capps has
been very particular with his parish clerks, the
longest serving being Margaret Hawthorne
who he said “kept a very efficient ship.”

MARK OF THANKS: Retiring Thurton Parish
Council chairman John Capps receives an
i ibed pewter tankard from vi hail

Chris Popplewell to mark his long service to
the council. Picture: ANTONY KELLY

She was followed by Richard Taylor, the
current clerk, to whom he was also very
grateful.

He is married to Maureen, and in his
retirement is hoping to have more time for
mills, goats and the garden - his three key
hobbies.
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Eileen and Jim Leathers
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